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to call forth contributions/ Thackeray was amused at this unexpected turn, and, in the kindest manner, said, 'Though I am far from well, you may depend upon me. If I am alive I shall be with you/ I immediately issued handbills, announcing that among other speakers W. M. Thackeray would address the meeting. A crowd assembled. Great applause followed as he rose. As soon as silence was restored he began with perfect self-possession and delivered, with much emphasis, a few weighty and well-considered sentences. They were received with enthusiasm, and I was afterwards congratulated repeatedly on my success in calling forth for the first, and, as unhappily it proved, the last time, the rhetorical powers of the great novelist/' The Archdeacon has omitted to state that at the meeting which was held, on December i, at the Vestry Hall, Kensington, Thackeray headed the subscription list with a donation of fifty pounds.
In the following May, Cruikshank was exhibiting his works, and the exhibition was little better than a failure until (anxious to do his old friend a kindness, and render what help he could) "kind Thackeray came with his grave face, and looked through the little gallery, and went off to write one of his charming essays" which appeared in the Times of May 15. Later in the year a National Shakespeare Committee, with Hepworth Dixon, the editor of the Athenaum, as honorary secretary, was formed to celebrate the tercentenary of Shakespeare's birth. The Prince was to be invited to become chairman, and Lytton, Tennyson, and Dickens were elected Vice-Presidents, and it was proposed that . Thackeray should be appointed to join them; but Dixon, who bore